MERIDIAN, MISSISSIPPI OCTOBER 25, 2020

Northside Church of Christ

“God is a Spirit; and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.”
John 4:24
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Let's Spend Some Time In Conference With God! By Mike Riley

The president of a large manufacturing company wanted to talk to the plant
manager about an urgent matter. But the manager’s secretary said, “He cannot be
disturbed. He’s in conference — as he is every day at this time.”

“Tell him the president needs to see him,” the man responded impatiently. The
secretary firmly replied, “Sir, I have strict orders not to disturb him while he is in
conference.” Like our Facebook Page

Angrily, the man brushed past the secretary and opened the door to the manager’s
office. After one quick look he backed out, gently closed the door, and said, “I'm
sorry!” The president had found his plant manager on his knees praying in front of
his open Bible.

The purpose of a daily devotional time is to stimulate regular, intimate meetings
with the “King of kings, and Lord of lords” (Revelation 19:16). We need to seek
new orders and instructions each day from the One who gives us life, and
provides for our every need (Acts 17:28; Philippians 4:19). “Study to shew thyself

Continued on next page... approved unto God, a
workman that needeth
not to be ashamed,
rightly dividing the word
of truth.”

i wépNE$ AY
SUNDAYWORSHIP |0

| TR )
| "1' \ m,‘h: ;
r \IM I ["l

f|‘¢
I\ e
”' i Mv > Disciol
e isciples

k“ LA

SUNDAY SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY

2 Timothy 2:15



http://www.biblegateway.net/cgi-bin/bible?language=english&version=ESV&x=0&y=0&passage=Revelation+19%3A16
http://www.biblegateway.net/cgi-bin/bible?language=english&version=ESV&x=0&y=0&passage=Acts+17%3A28
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Singing In Worship (Part 4 of 4)
By Ron Boatwright

Since Christ never authorized mechanical instruments of music in the New Testament to be used in worship of the
church, we might ask, when did man "take it upon himself" to start using them in trying to worship God? It is a historical fact
according to early church history, no mechanical instruments of music were ever used in church worship until about the year
670 A.D. At this time the church at Rome introduced an organ which produced such disturbances that it was removed. It was
not until about 775 A.D. that it was introduced again, but this time it was kept, even with many people objecting. The
instrument was not accepted by many churches for many years.

Even in the 13th century Thomas Aquinas, a noted Catholic scholar, wrote against its use. This showed that even by the
13th century the instrument had not gained full acceptance. Men wanted to have it their way with no regard to what God had
specified. This was a departure from the faith and practice of what God has authorized. Those who have respect for the word
of God should wonder why the use of mechanical instruments of music was totally unknown in the worship of the church for the
first six hundred years after the New Testament was written.

The word "A Capella" means singing without instrumental accompaniment. It actually means, "as done in the chapel."
For the first 600 years of the church "as done in the chapel" meant singing in worship of the church without instrumental
accompaniment. This is the way the early church worshipped. Why shouldn’t we also worship this way?

When people can find no authority for the use of the mechanical instrument of music in the New Testament, they try to
go to the Old Testament for their justification. But we are no longer under the Old Testament. The Old Testament is still of
great benefit for us today, because without it the New Testament would be difficult to understand. Romans 15:4 tells us, "For
whatever things were written before were written for our learning, that we through the patience and comfort of the Scriptures
might have hope." But we do not go to the Old Testament for instructions of how to be justified and to worship God. If we did
we would be worshipping in the temple in Jerusalem, burning daily animal sacrifices, and the many other requirements of the
Old Law.

Our Lord has made the Old Testament obsolete. As we read in Hebrews 8:13, "A new covenant, He has made the first
old." He has taken it away as we see in Hebrews 10:9, "He takes away the first that He may establish the second." In the Old
Testament’s place Christ has replaced it with the New Testament as we continue to read in Hebrews 9:15-16 (KJV), "And for this
cause He is the Mediator of the New Testament...For where a testament is, there must also of necessity be the death of the
testator." Christ’s will, the New Testament, is now in effect.

We are no longer under the Old Testament because in Colossians 2:14 concerning the Old Testament we read that Jesus,
"has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross." In Romans 7:6 we read, "But now we have been delivered from the
law." And then in Galatians 3:24-25, "Therefore the law was our tutor to bring us to Christ, that we might be justified by faith.
But after faith is come, we are no longer under a tutor." In speaking of the Old Testament, Galatians 5:4 (KJV) says, "Christ is
become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace." Here God is telling us we
will fall from grace if we try to justify what we do by the Old Testament. Unless we want to fall from God’s grace let’s not use
the Old Testament to try to justify the use of mechanical instruments of music in our worship to God.

Singing in worship to God is for the purpose of honoring God and teaching one another. Singing is what pleases God.
Singing without the instrument of music shows our respect of God and what He says in His word when He specifies our heart as
the instrument where the melody is to be made. If we love and respect God we will do everything He says and in the way He
says to do it. We will not change, substitute, or add to what He says. We must only sing if we want to worship God "in spirit
and in truth."

Jesus Himself spent regular time in prayer (Matthew 14:23; Matthew 26:36; Mark 6:46; Luke 6:12; Luke
9:28; John 17:1-26), and inspired His disciples to pray (Luke 11:1). He gave them a model prayer, telling
them to keep asking, seeking, and knocking (Luke 11:9-10).

Brethren, have we spent time “in conference” with God today? It’s never too late to start.
Begin the day with God,
Kneel down to Him in prayer;
Lift up your heart to His abode,
And seek His love to share.
— Anonymous

Prayer Requests This Week

* Pray for all those with ongoing health ailments (Maxine

Powell)

e All those affected by COVID-19

Communion Preparation

* Sign up sheet for 2020 is in foyer
* October - Carlberg

* November - Rowell

* December - Montgomery

Announcements

October Birthdays & Anniversary’s

Thus did Noah;
according to all that

God commanded him,

so did he.

Genesis 6:22

Sermon Notes

Men to Serve

* Patrick Ford - 1st  Maxine Powell - 17th Announcements/Opening Prayer - Shay Cooper
e Bowen Stephens - 4th e Don Potts - 22nd Scripture Reading - Genesis 6:13 - 22
¢ Dave Cradic - 6th e Sonja Rowell - 23rd Lead SInging - Chuck Rowell
_ _ Head of Lord’s Table - Don Potts
e Gerri Thrash - 13th e Keren Thrash-Riley - 29th
Assist on Lord’s Table - David Cradic
o Austin/Morgan Dudley - 24th
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Scripture Reading - 1 Corinthians 11:23 - 29

Closing Prayer - James Johnson
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8
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12
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